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"The story of Muhammad's meeting with Zaynab in Zayd's absence and 

being swept off his feet by her physical attractiveness must be taken with a grain 
of salt. It does not occur in the earliest source. Moreover, Zaynab was thirty-five 
or thirty-eight at the time of the marriage, and for an Arab woman of those days 
that was getting on'. All Muhammad's other wives except Khadijah were younger 
when he married them, and most of them very much younger. Zaynab may have 
made the most of such beauty as she still had, but, evenif there is a basis of fact 
underlying the story, one must suspect that it has been touched up in the course of 
transmission. Later Muslims liked to maintain that there was no monkery in 
Islam, and their asceticism usually did not include celibacy. It would be in 
keeping with this to magnify the extent and romantic character of Muhammad's 
relation with the fair sex. It is even boasted that his virility was such that he could 
satisfy all his wives in a single night. The theme of love at first sight seems to 
belong to this imaginative elaboration of Muhammad's life-story. It is most 
unlikely that at the age of fifty-six such a man as he should have been carried 
away by a 'passion for a woman of thirty-five or more". 
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"Seeing Islam As Others Saw It. A Survey And Evaluation Of Christian Jewish 

And Zoroastrian Writings On Early Islam".  
"AD ANNUM 705: A report giving information about the kingdom of the 

Arabs, and how many kings there were from them, and how much territory each 
of them held after his predecessor before he died. Ml).mt came upon the earth in 
932 of Alexander, son of Philip the Macedonian (620-21); then he reigned 7 
years. Then there reigned after him Abu Bakr for 2 years. And there reigned after 
him 'Umur for 12 years. And there reigned after him 'Uthman for 12 years, and 
they were without a leader during the war of $iffin ($efe) for 5 years. Thereafter 
Ma'wiya reigned for 20 years. And after him Izîd the son of Ma'wiya reigned for 3 
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years. (In margin: and after lzîd for one year they were without a leader) And after 
him 'Abdiilmalik reigned for 21 years. And after him his son Walid took power in 
AG 1017, at the beginning of first Tishrin (October 705)" 
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'"Amr, fils d'Al-'Âs, écrivit à cOmar, fils d'Al-Khattâb qui était en Palestine, 

une lettre dans laquelle il lui disait: Si tu n'envoies pas des renforts musulmans, je 

ne pourrai pas me rendre maître de Misr. 'Omar lui envoya quatre mille guerriers 
musulmans, commandés par un général nommé Walwâryâ,qui était de race 
barbare".  

- "And 'Amr the son of Al-As sent a letter to Omar the son of Al-Khattab in 
the province of Palestine to this effect: 'If thou dost not send Moslem 
reinforcements, I shall not be able to take Misr.' 6. And he sent him 4,000 Moslem 
warriors. And their general's name was Walwarja".  
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 "History of the Church of Egypt Being an Outline of the History of the 
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"In 1991, Patricia Crone and Michael Cook disavowed the views that they 
presented in this book". 
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the Wicked Kingdom:" 

"If among the Christians the Persian and Arab victories provoked doubts 
about the durability of their empire and its favoured status with God, for the Jews 
it inspired hopes that their unhappy period of clientage might soon be at an end. 
And their excitement is understandable, for historical reality indeed seemed to 
conform very closely to eschatological expectations in the early seventh century. 
The Persian-Byzantine clash was on the scale of the predicted war of Gog and 
Magog, and it concluded with Roman dominance "over the whole world" for a 
short time, which, it was said in the Talmud, was required before the Messiah  son 
of David would come. When the emperor Heraclius decreed compulsory baptism 
of Jews, it was patent that the final showdown between the enemies of God's 
kingdom and the nation of Israel was at hand. So whereas Christians regarded the 
invading Arabs as God's rod for their chastisement, many Jews saw them rather as 
God's instrument for their deliverance. The possibly contemporary poet 
Yohlannan ha-Kohen called upon God to unleash the rod of his anger (Isaiah x.5), 
namely "the kingdom of the wild man" ( malkhiit pere ), who is Ishmael (Genesis 
xvi.l2), and to let him destroy the "sinful kingdom," which is Ed om (the 
Romans/Byzantines). And these sentiments are captured in a contemporary 
apocalypse which was attributed to the second-century rabbi Simon ben Yohai: 
Since he (Simon) saw the kingdom of Ishmael that was coming, he began to say: 
"Was it not enough what the wicked kingdom of Edom has done to us, but [we 
deserve] the kingdom of Ishmael too?" At once Meta.tron, the foremost angel, 
answered him and said: "Do not fear, son of man, for the Almighty only brings 
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the kingdom of Ishmael in order to deliver you from this wicked one (Edom). He 
raises up over them (Ishmaelites) a prophet according to His will and He will 
conquer the land for them, and they will come and restore it to greatness, and a 
great dread will come between them and the sons of Esau".  
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"In this year died Mouamed, the leader and false prophet of the Saracens, 
after appointing his kinsman Aboubacharos (to his chieftainship). At the same 
time his repute spread abroad and everyone was frightened. At the beginning of 
his advent the misguided Jews thought he was the Messiah who is awaited by 
them, so that some of their leaders joined him and accepted his religion while 
forsaking that of Moses, who saw God. Those who did so were ten in number, and 
they remained with him until his murder. But when they saw him eating camel 
meat, they realized that he was not the one they thought him to be, and were at a 
loss what to do; being afraid to abjure his religion, those wretched men taught him 
illicit things directed against us, Christians, and remained with him. 

I consider it necessary to give an account of this man’s origin. He was 
descended from a very widespread tribe, that of Ishmael, son of Abraham; for 
Nizaros, descendant of Ishmael, is recognized as the father of them all. He begot 
two sons, Moudaros and Rabias. Moudaros begot Kourasos, Kaisos, Themimes, 
Asados, and others unknown. All of them dwelt in the Midianite desert and kept 
cattle, themselves living in tents. There are also those farther away who are not of 
their tribe, but of that of lektan, the so-called Amanites, that is Homerites. And 
some of them traded on their camels. Being destitute and an orphan, the aforesaid 
Mouamed decided to enter the service of a rich woman who was a relative of his, 
called Chadiga, as a hired worker with a view to trading by camel in Egypt and 
Palestine. Little by little he became bolder and ingratiated himself with that 
woman, who was a widow, took her as a wife, and gained possession of her 
camels and her substance. 

Whenever he came to Palestine he consorted with Jews and Christians and 
sought from them certain scriptural matters. He was also afflicted with epilepsy. 
When his wife became aware of this, she was greatly distressed, inasmuch as she, 
a noblewoman, had married a man such as he, who was not only poor, but also an 
epileptic. He tried deceitfully to placate her by saying, ‘I keep seeing a vision of a 
certain angel called Gabriel, and being unable to bear his sight, I faint and fall 
down.’ Now, she had a certain monk living there, a friend of hers (who had been 
exiled for his depraved doctrine), and she related everything to him, including the 
angel’s name. Wishing to satisfy her, he said to her, ‘He has spoken the truth, for 
this is the angel who is sent to all the prophets.’  

When she had heard the words of the false monk, she was the first to believe 
in Mouamed and proclaimed to other women of her tribe that he was a prophet. 
Thus, the report spread from women to men, and first to Aboubacharos, whom he 
left as his successor. This heresy prevailed in the region of Ethribos, in the last 
resort by war: at first secretly, for ten years, and by war another ten, and openly 
nine. He taught his subjects that he who kills an enemy or is killed by an enemy 
goes to Paradise; and he said that this paradise was one of carnal eating and 
drinking and intercourse with women, and had a river of wine, honey, and milk, 
and that the women were not like the ones down here, but different ones, and that 
the intercourse was long-lasting and the pleasure continuous; and other things full 
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of profligacy and stupidity; also that men should feel sympathy for one another 
and help those who are wronged". 
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"The Muslim army intended to attack the local Arabs on a feast day. 
However, the vicarius Theodorus learnt about their plans and gathered a force 
from the garrisons of local fortresses. He determined from the Saracen the day 
and hour on which the emirs intended to attack, and attacked them at a place 
called Mothous. He killed three of them and most of their army, but one emir, 
Khalid (whom they call the sword of God), got away". 
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"The other direct confirmation of the messianism of the Doctrina is to  be 
found fossilised in the Islamic tradition, and incidentally reveals to us  the identity 
of the messiah himself: 'Umar, the second caliph of the  Islamic schema retains 
even there the messianic designation al-farûq, the  Redeemer." At the same time 
his entry into Jerusalem is anappropriate  performance in this role, while the 
'Secrets' would seem to have him  engage in the equally messianic task of 
restoring the Temple. 'Umar's  embarrassing byname was not of course left 
unglossed in the Islamic tradition. When eventually the original Aramaic sense of 
the term had been  successfully forgotten, it acquired a harmless Arabic 
etymology and was  held to have been conferred by the Prophet himself. An 
earlier view attempted a historical rather than an etymological evasion: it was the  
people of the book who called 'Umar the faruq, and the appellation somehow 
slipped onto the tongues of the Muslims. Detailed historical  accounts of the way 
in which an innocently curious 'Umar was hailed  in Syria as the faruq are 
accordingly balanced by the attribution to him  of acts which emphatically deny 
his role as a Judaic redeemer. It is ironic  that the inevitable attribution of 
everything to the Prophet is in this instance probably right. For if there is 
contemporary evidence that the  Prophet was preaching the coming of the 
messiah, it can hardly be fortuitous that the man who subsequendy came bears 
even in the Islamic  tradition a transparently messianic title".    
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"La foi prêchée par le Coran est plus ou moins la même que celle professée 
par la Bible juive. Les principes qu’on y retrouve invariablement sont l’unicité de 
Dieu, Sa toute-puissance, Sa magnificence, Son omniprésence, Sa Providence 
dans le monde et la récompense qu’Il réserve aux Justes. Le Coran mentionne le 
repas accompagné de vin, réservé au jardin d’Éden pour les Justes. Il réitère les 
souffrances de l’enfer auxquelles les mécréants sont exposés, sujet qui est aussi 
abondamment traité dans le Talmud. Il reprend du Tanakh les thèmes 
apocalyptiques, tels que la guerre de Gog et Magog; il décrit la sonnerie des 
Trompettes, le grand Chofar annonçant la résurrection des morts, et le jour du 
Jugement au cours duquel les livres où sont consignés les bonnes et les mauvaises 
actions des hommes seront ouverts devant Dieu qui jugera, récompensera ou 
punira chacun selon ses mérites. Tous ces sujets sont traités par les prophètes 
d’Israël et les sages du Talmud, et le Coran affirme qu’ils figuraient déjà dans les 
écrits de Moïse et d’Abraham, ainsi que dans les Psaumes de David". 
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"Plus de quatre cents noms de personnage des centaines de dates 
d’événements et de célébrations, de sites géographiques, de villes, pays, fleuves et 
montagnes sont  mentionnés par le Pentateuque. À l’inverse, le Coran Mushaf 
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‘Uthman n’indique pas le nom du narrateur, ni celui de la personne qui 
l’interroge, pas plus d’ailleurs que celui ou de ceux à qui il s’adresse. À 
l’exception de deux ou trois villes, les lieux où se déroulent les faits ne sont pas 
mentionnés. Nulle date n’est précisée et encore moins une chronologie. À part une 
ou deux fois, aucun nom des contemporains de Mohammed n’y figure. On n’y 
trouve que les noms de prophètes – ou de personnages considérés comme tels par 
le Coran". 
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"My choice of Muhammad to lead the list of the world's most influential persons 

may surprise some readers and may be questioned by others, but he was the only 
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levels. Of humble origins, Muhammad founded and promulgated one of the 
world's great religions, and became an immensely effective political leader. 
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Today, thirteen centuries after his death, his influence is still powerful and 
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"Judgment:"  
"It is assumed in general that sinners go to hell immediately after their 

death. The famous teacher Johanan b. Zakkai wept before his death because he 
did not know whether he would go to paradise or to hell (Ber. 28b). The pious go 
to paradise, and sinners to hell (B. M. 83b). To every individual is apportioned 
two shares, one in hell and one in paradise. At death, however, the righteous 
man's portion in hell is exchanged, so that he has two in heaven, while the reverse 
is true in the case of sinners (Ḥag. 15a). Hence it would have been better for the 
latter not to have lived at all (Yeb. 63b). They are cast into Gehenna to a depth 
commensurate with their sinfulness. They say: "Lord of the world, Thou hast 
done well; Paradise for the pious, Gehenna for the wicked" ('Er. 19a). 
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There are three categories of men; the wholly pious and the arch-sinners are 
not purified, but only those between these two classes (Ab. R. N. 41). A similar 
view is expressed in the Babylonian Talmud, which adds that those who have 
sinned themselves but have not led others into sin remain for twelve months in 
Gehenna; "after twelve months their bodies are destroyed, their souls are burned, 
and the wind strews the ashes under the feet of the pious. But as regards the 
heretics, etc., and Jeroboam, Nebat's son, hell shall pass away, but they shall not 
pass away" (R. H. 17a; comp. Shab. 33b). All that descend into Gehenna shall 
come up again, with the exception of three classes of men: those who have 
committed adultery, or shamed their neighbors, or vilified them (B. M. 58b). The 
felicity of the pious in paradise excites the wrath of the sinners who behold it 
when they come from hell (Lev. R. xxxii.). The Book of Enoch (xxvii. 3, xlviii. 9, 
lxii. 12) paraphrases this thought by saying that the pious rejoice in the pains of 
hell suffered by the sinners. Abraham takes the damned to his bosom ('Er. 19a; 
comp. Luke xvi. 19-31). The fire of Gehenna does not touch the Jewish sinners 
because they confess their sins before the gates of hell and return to God ('Er. 
19a). As mentioned above, heretics and the Roman oppressors go to Gehenna, and 
the same fate awaits the Persians, the oppressors of the Babylonian Jews (Ber. 
8b). When Nebuchadnezzar descended into hell, all its inhabitants were afraid that 
he was coming to rule over them (Shab. 149a; comp. Isa. xiv. 9-10). The Book of 
Enoch also says that it is chiefly the heathen who are to be cast into the fiery pool 
on the Day of Judgment (x. 6, xci. 9, et al.). "The Lord, the Almighty, will punish 
them on the Day of Judgment by putting fire and worms into their flesh, so that 
they cry out with pain unto all eternity" (Judith xvi. 17)". 
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for and against free will; these are the two ends of the chain of which the human 
spirit has never seized the intermediary links. If the Mussulmans, especially 
during the decadent periods, seem to lean towards "Oriental fatalism", there is 
nothing in the Koran to compel this, contrary to what Leibnitz and current opinion 
believe. When a Bedouin asked Mahomet whether it was necessary to tie up his 
camel, the Prophet replied: "Tie up your camel and trust yourself to God." But 
when someone said it was useless to act when all was already known in advance 
by God, he replied: "Act; the task will be made easy for you." Which is the same 
as saying: "Heaven helps them who help themselves." "At the same time act, as 
regards this world, as if you were going to live for ever; and as regards the other 
world as if you were going to die tomorrow," the Prophet is supposed to have 

said. This, truly, is the wisdom and the solution of all ethics 7"  
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